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President’s report 

I am pleased to confirm that ASCA has achieved its most successful year 
of growth and development. Thanks to our active network of members 
and partners, we have been able to increase our range and level of 
services and dynamically evolve the structure of the organisation to meet 
the changing needs and opportunities that present themselves. 

 We successfully ran our inaugural summit in Caloundra in March 
with 23 great speakers, 160 delegates, a strong tradeshow and 
program of activities. 

 Released our Concepts and considerations for the future of smart communities case 
study book. This document attracts the highest level of clicks through our website. 

 Our online seminars are growing in attendance and range of topics for our members. 

 We moved from monthly news releases to a weekly enews with a corresponding jump in 
our recipients and click throughs. 

 Our membership grew from 48 to 87 (44 percent increase). 

 We have restructured the organisation into a strong membership and partnership system 
to support our next phase of growth. 

 We were able to secure Paul Budde as our Executive Director to lead our newly formed 
Industry Board. 

 Our web, social media and online resources continue to grow, reflecting the increased 
levels of interest in smart city solutions. 

Looking towards 2017 

 In October, Ipswich City Council was the first city to welcome the ASCA Industry Board 
workshop program. Over the coming year, ASCA will support other cities as they enter 
the smart city space.   

 We are proud to be the Australian partner to the Australian visit by the King and Queen 
of the Netherlands together with a Smart City delegation in late October early November. 

 In addition to visits by the smart city delegation to several ASCA member smart cities and 
communities, we will host a second Summit in Sydney for more than 150 delegates on 3 
November. 

 Adelaide City Council and the South Australian Government are the host sponsors for the 
Australian Smart Communities Conference in March. 

As a not for profit organisation, we could not do all of these things without the commitment and 
passion of our board. We have developed a strong leadership group to ensure we provide high 
quality management of the organisation and planning for the future.  

Behind our leadership group is a fantastic administration team. I would like to specifically 
acknowledge Megan (Administration Manager), Hari (Communications), Liz (Summit) and 
recently Tony (2017 Conference Lead). Without these folks in the engine room, we would not be 
where we are today.   

With so many activities and initiatives occurring, I think you will agree with me that there has 
never been a better time to be an ASCA member or partner. 

Michael Whereat 
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Executive Director’s report 

Since my arrival in May 2016 I have concentrated on a range of strategic 
activities aimed at securing ASCA’s position as the peak industry body. This 
has involved meetings with the Prime Minister, Minister for Smart Cities as 
well as their advisers and staff, meetings with State Governments and 
targeted contacts with local governments who are seen as leaders in the 
smart city movement.  

The Dutch-Australian Smart City Summit in October/November will further 
enhance ASCA’s leading position in this market. 

The key message has been ‘collaboration’ as is also reflected in the National Smart City Plan. For 
that reason, two new groups have been set up within ASCA: the Industry Board and the R&D 
Group. 

Future development 

During 2017 ASCA will continue to work on improving its leading position. Long term 
relationships with both the Federal and with State Governments are currently being built and 
ASCA will continue to assist the Federal Government to develop its Smart City and City Deal 
programs.  

There are about a dozen cities which will be further targeted for collaboration activities, similar 
to meetings organised with Ipswich and Newcastle; valuable lessons will be learned from this, 
moving forwards. 

With the high profile work done in 2016, these collaboration models and the ongoing benefits of 
working with Federal and State Governments, ASCA is well positioned to increase its 
membership, which is needed to continue its important work. 

Paul Budde 
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Australian Smart Communities Association 

The Australian Smart Communities Association (ASCA) facilitates, promotes and advises on how 
communities can build liveable, sustainable, workable smart cities. We put our citizens, local businesses 
and stakeholders at the core of our activities. 

ASCA’s membership includes representatives from local governments, Regional Development Australia 
committees, Regional Organisations of Councils, industry, businesses and individuals who collectively 
represent 8.1 million Australians - or 1 in 3 Australians 

 

Our vision: Creating a network of smart communities 

The adoption of smart technology in city/town management, energy, water, health and transport, along 
with high-speed broadband could add more than 70,000 jobs to the Australian economy and bring 1.5 
percent growth to Australia’s Gross Domestic Product within five years. 

ASCA wants all Australian communities to have the infrastructure and capacity, and to demonstrate the 
innovation to forge thriving digital economies. 

 

 

Our executive officers 

 President - Michael Whereat (Sunshine Coast Council) 

 Vice President and Secretary - Matthew Schultz (Ipswich City Council) 

 Treasurer - Ray Heffernan - (President Broadband 4 the Bush and Executive Manager RAPAD) 

 Executive Director - Paul Budde (BuddeComm) 

 

Our committee members 

 Marg O'Rourke (Loddon Mallee Region Victoria) 

 Paul Kang (Lead Consultant, Acache) 

 Cr Rod McDonald (until April), Andrew Downie (City of Greater Geelong) 

 Doug McClure (Individual member and Group Manager, NBN Operations) 

 Tony Chadwick (EDA Qld Board Member and Chairman of Rype) 

 Simon Kaplan (Director, North Shore Labs) 

 Brook Kitson (Cardno, Sunshine Coast) 

 Leanne Nisbet (PhD student) 

 David Ives (Director, Avtec Consulting) 

 Brad Wynter (City of Whittlesea) 

 Chris Winter (Individual member)  
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Overview of activities and events 

Monthly seminars 

o Six bi-monthly online seminars 

o More than 12 presenters 

o Members can view these seminar presentations through the Member content page on the 
website. 

Policy papers and submissions 

ASCA works with business, advisory groups, industry and all levels of government to advocate for and 
influence public policy that supports Australia’s transition to a digital economy. Over the past year, we 
made the following submissions on behalf of our members:  

o Australian Government Smart Cities Plan 

o Inquiry into the Telecommunications Legislation Amendment (Access Regime and NBN 
Companies) Bill 2015 

o Radiocommunications (Low Interference Potential Devices) Class Licence 2015 

These policy submissions are available on our website. 

Concepts and considerations for the future of Smart Communities case study 

Acache partnered with ASCA to produce this 24-page guide, 
launched at the 2016 Summit in March. 

The guide showcases some of the best examples of Smart 
Community thinking in Australia and New Zealand in the areas 
of: Smart community leadership, digital capability, digital 
infrastructure and connectivity, smart systems for real-time 
outcomes, innovation and entrepreneurialism, uplifted 
business models and workforce. The guide can be downloaded 
from our website. 

Partnerships 

Smart City Forum (Germany) 

Smart City Forum (SCF) Chairman Prof Dr Lutz Heuser, a 
keynote speaker, formally announced our new international 
partnership at the 2016 Australian Smart Cities Summit in 
March.  

This mutual relationship will enable both organisations to 
share our experiences and ideas about our respective needs 
and how we can overcome barriers. 

SCF's membership includes 40 cities and 75 enterprises and 
research organisations in Germany, Austria and other 
European countries. 

World Smart City 

ASCA formalised its partnership with World Smart City in September. World smart City is 
an online community of city professionals exploring the most important factors that hinder the broad roll 
out of Smart Cities today:  Mobility, water, energy, cybersecurity and privacy.  

http://australiansmartcommunities.org.au/member-content
https://cities.dpmc.gov.au/smart-cities-plan
http://australiansmartcommunities.org.au/policy-and-advocacy
http://www.worldsmartcity.org/registration-form/
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2016 Australian Smart Communities Summit 
Sunshine Coast, Queensland 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

About 160 delegates, sponsors and exhibitors attended the 
inaugural two-day Summit which showcased current technologies, 
case studies and presentations from thought leaders representing 
leading technology, telecommunications and infrastructure 
providers, as well as local government, universities and key 
research organisations. 

Digital Futures expert David Bartlett delivered the closing keynote 
speech telling delegates that Australia could be a ‘real leader’ in 
this area by building on the “extraordinary strength of this 
conference” and sharing with rest of the nation the importance of 
the work already done on smart communities to attract 
investment in this area. 

“Everything we do, when we articulate why the smart city 
movement is so important, needs to be centred on the citizens - 
on what’s in it for the people and what does the end game 
produce in terms of better life outcomes for those people who live 
in the places that will change.” 

Mr Bartlett, a former Premier of Tasmania, was one of 27 
international and national speakers at the Summit which focused 
on smart solutions such as drone technology, smart assistive 
technology and smart data in the development of smart 
communities. 

Regional Development Australia Sunshine Coast also sponsored six 
high school students to attend, selected from Kawana Waters 
State College, Mountain Creek State High School, Caloundra State 
High School and Unity College. 

More photos and videos available on the ASCA website  

http://australiansmartcommunities.org.au/summit-2016
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The year ahead 

 

ASCA membership structure 

In 2016 ASCA overhauled its structure to reflect the need to service both the supply and demand aspects 
of smart communities together with connecting R&D all levels of government and strategic national and 
international organisations.  

The structure below reflects the five pillars of the new organisation and their respective sub categories.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industry Board 

ASCA has established an Industry Board consisting of leading national and international companies who 
will work collaboratively to assist modern cities which are working towards the new sustainable, 
interconnected, sharing and digital economy in which smart cities are playing a political and economic 
leadership role. 

The Industry Board aims to establish strong collaboration between local governments, private industry 
and the R&D community, as well as advise ASCA and all levels of government on a range of issues, such 
as: 

 Assist local councils with addressing problems, creating quick wins, planning, strategies, data 
management, and smart council processes. 

 Provide input to the Federal Government’s National Smart City Plan (including City Deals). 

 Advise on governance, privacy, security issues, interoperability and standards. 

 Assist with coordination of data hubs, data standards, and data analytics. 

 Collaborate with data providers (Google, Facebook, Telcos, CSIRO/Data 61, Hypercat, Standards 
Australia etc). 

 Communicate with regulators (eg negotiate support for regulatory holidays for certain smart city 
tests). 
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Profit and loss statement 

For the 12 months ended 30 June 2016 
 

Income June 2016 June 2015 

Membership Income 34,389 31,511 

Other Revenue 872 182 

Summit Sponsorship 55,000 - 

Total Income 90,262 31,692 

Less Cost of Sales   

Eventbrite Fees 1 - 

Total Cost of Sales 1 - 

Gross Profit  90,261 31,693 

Plus Other Income   

Summit 2016 72,752 - 

Total Other Income 72,752 - 

Less Operating Expenses 600 - 

Advertising   

ASCA Awards/One Day Conference - 5,130 

Bank Fees 1,773 1,164 

Consulting & Accounting 11,205 318 

Entertainment 521 358 

Freelancer 327 - 

General Expenses 146 608 

Governance/Incorporation 45 - 

Insurance 1,240 264 

Interest Expense 84 - 

Office Expenses - 109 

Payment to communications employee in exchange for their resources for ASCA 1,275 - 

Printing & Stationery 1,656 - 

Subcontractors 3,930 - 

Subscriptions 125 203 

Summit 2016 Expense 78,916 - 

Summit Speaker Expenses 11,054 - 

Superannuation 1,572 1,309 

Telephone & Internet 612 729 

Travel - International 3,736 - 

Travel - National 935 - 

Wages and Salaries 16,545 14,375 

Web Program Costs 2,895 3,181 

Total Operating Expenses 139,192 27,748 

Net Profit 23,820 3,944 
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Balance sheet 

As at 30 June 2016 

 

 30 June 2016 30 June 2015 

Assets   

Bank   

Broadband Alliance Inc 42,297 23,148 

Total Bank 42,297 23,148 

Current Assets   

Accounts Receivable 9,222 5,775 

Total Current Assets 9,222 5,775 

Fixed Assets   

Computer Equipment 1,155 1,155 

Total Fixed Assets 1,155 1,155 

Total Assets 52,675 30,079 

   

Liabilities   

Current Liabilities   

Accounts Payable - 110 

BTA Credit Card 1,579 804 

GST 1,414 1,927 

PAYG Withholdings Payable - 1,660 

Rounding (1) - 

Superannuation Payable 315 172 

Wages Payable - Payroll (234) (234) 

Total Current Liabilities 3,073 4,439 

Non-Current Liabilities   

ATO Integrated Account 13 (128) 

Total Non-Current Liabilities 13 (128) 

Total Liabilities 3,087 4,311 

Net Assets 49,588 25,768 

   

Equity   

Current Year Earnings 23,820 3,944 

Retained Earnings 25,768 21,823 

Total Equity 49,588 25,768 

 

Financial statements prepared by Louise Nousala 


